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	I’d like to have Jem as a friend because he managed to be courteous and helpful to those around him even under stressful circumstances.  An example of his courtesy occurred after Nathan Radley shot at the three children, when they were running from  his backyard. Scout noticed, “Jem held the bottom wire; Dill and I rolled through and were halfway to the shelter of the schoolyard’s solitary oak when we sensed that Jem was not with us!” (53).  Jem could have just looked after himself and not taken the time to courteously hold up the wire for Scout and Dill.




I like courageous people, which is another reason why I would like to have Jem as my friend.  He showed his courage when faced with a weapon, but he also knew how to fake being courageous, which is sometimes useful.  The first time Jem and Scout went into Mrs. Dubose’s house, Mrs. Dubose obviously scared Jem, but he tried to act brave when she insulted his sister.  “Jem said quietly, ‘My sister ain’t dirty and I ain’t scared of you,’ although I notice his knees shaking” (106). The fact that his knees were shaking demonstrated his fear of the old lady, but he didn’t let his fear control him.  I want friends, like Jem, who can be counted on to act bravely and courteously in stressful situations.
